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RESPONSE OF UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE TO INTERIROGATORIES 
OF MAGAZINE PUBLISHERS OF AMERICA REDIRECTED FROM 

WITNESS BARON 
(MPA/USPS-T17-9 AND 10) 

The United States Postal Service hereby provides responses to the following 

interrogatories Magazine Publishers of America: OCA/USPS-T17-9 (revised 

response) and 10, filed on August 21, 1997 and redirected from witness Baron. On 

September 5, 1997, the Postal Service had moved for an extension of time until 

Friday, September 12, 1997 to furnish additional information for interrogatory 9, 

which had been partially answered, and to respond to interrogatory IO. The Postal 

Service was able to obtain the information and complete its responses earlier than 

expected. For ease of reference, a completely revised response is being filed for 

interrogatory 9 

Each interrogatory is stated verbatim and is followed by the response. 



Respectfully submitted, 

UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE 

By its attorneys: 

Daniel J. Foucheaux, Jr. 
Chief Counsel, Ratemakin!g 

Susan M. Duchek 

475 L’Enfant Plaza West, SW 
Washington, D.C 20260-I 137 
(202) 268-2990; Fax -5402 
September 10, 1997 
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Response of the United States Postal Service 
to 

Interrogatory of MPA 
(Redirected from Witness Baron, USPS-T-17) 

MPA/USPS-T17-9 Please disaggregate the number of routes and rural carrier 
cost by type (e.g., H. J. K., auxiliary, mileage). 

Response: 

The number of routes and the rural carrier salary costs as of the encl of fiscal 

year 1996 are listed in the following table. 

Route Type Number of Routes Salary Costs 
(000) 

H 5,297 1,894,!539 
J 4,868 189,973 
K 38,484 192,102 
Mileage 90 3,‘719 
Auxiliary 8,915 163,574 
Unknown 65,B26 
TOTAL 57,654 2,509,533 

The rural carrier salary costs include salaries, holidays, and leave. Benefit costs 

are not available by route type and are not included. Salary costs in the 

‘Unknown’ category are for training and auxiliary assistance and could not be 

matched to route type. 



Response of the United States Postal Service 
to 

Interrogatory of MPA 
(Redirected from Witness Baron, USPST17) 

MPAIUSPS-T17-10. Please provide documentation on how the Postal Service 
calculated the salary of an individual rural carrier for FY 1996. lnclucle in this 
documentation a formula that derives annual rural carrier salary for an individual 
route from the route evaluation item workload and evaluation factors on that 
route. Also, please confirm that the data used to calculate FY 1996 ,workload for 
evaluated routes was from the “route evaluations...done over a four week period 
in the fall of 1995.” [LR-H-192, Page 31 

Response to MPAIUSPS-T17-10 

The Postal Service based FY 1996 rural carrier salaries on route 

evaluations conducted in the fall of 1995. The evaluation process blzgins with a 

four week mail count conducted in accordance with Chapter 5 of Handbook PO- 

603, Rural Delivery Carrier Duties and Responsibilities (see Attachment 1 of the 

response to MPANSPS-T17-12a). For each of the twenty four days in the count 

each evaluation workload Item is recorded on a PS Form 4239, Rural Route 

Counf of Mail (see Attachment 1 to this response). At the end of the second and 

fourth weeks of the count, the information from each of the daily PS Forms 4239 

is transferred to a PS Form 4241, Rural Delivery Statistics Report (see 

Attachment 1: page 7 of the response to MPAJJSPS-T17-12a). Upon the 

completion of the ,four week count, the information contained on the two PS 

Forms 4241 is recorded on PS Form 4241-X, Rural Delivery Statistics Summary 

Report (see Attachment 2 to this response). The data from the PS Form 4241-X 

is electronically submitted to the Minneapolis Information Service Center where it 

is used to generate PS Form 4241-A, Rural Route Evaluafion (see Attachment 3 

Page 1 of 2 



Response of the United States Postal Service 
t0 

Interrogatory of MPA 
(Redirected from Witness Baron, USPST17) 

to this response). PS Form 4241-A is the worksheet that calculates the route 

time and salary for an individual route. To determine route time, counts for each 

evaluation workload item are applied to its respective evaluation factor and then 

summed. Salaries for individual routes are then determined by applying the 

route time to the appropriate step on the Rural Carrier Evaluated Schedule (see 

Attachment 4 to this response) 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that I have this day served the foregoing document upon all 
participants of record in this proceeding in accordance with section ‘I2 of the Rules 
of Practice. 

ky, cbL-4 D 
Susan M. Duchek 

475 L’Enfant Plaza West, SW. 
Washington, D.C. 20260-l 137 
(202) 268-2990, Fax -5402 
September 10, 1997 


